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According to the French custom, he had many French carriages, but not one fit for use. Mr. Shandy gives a complete description of those of Voltaire.
He had immense presents from the great, of wine and every other delicacy. He 'had an amazing quantity of land at Ferney, as land is there cheap ; and lie seemed to value himself upon this point.
It is well known that the church which he built there was erected to God. " DEO EREXIT VOLTAIRE " was the motto : he had given an altar to it, and, to keep up appearances, sometimes would attend the service, particularly at a wedding.
His house was built by a Gencvese architect named Billion ; but in this he was only the brick-layer or stonemason, for the model was very common in France. Voltaire was very fond of hawks ; and, as the adjacent Alps, and the vast chain of mountains known by the name of Mount Jura, afford various species of these birds, his house was a menagerie of tin* kind : he would sometimes amuse himself with letting thorn 11 y at a pigeon or tame fowl about his grounds, and called them kings tearing their subjects in pieces.
He was, perhaps, the greatest genius (he world ever produced : his mistakes were pardonable errors ; 1 mean his anachronisms, for he did not attend to trifles. When he composed, he wrote so quickly and with such assiduity, that he has been known to finish a tragedy of live acts in as many days ; and he could compost4 comedy faster than actors could represent; it, if he had had secretaries equal to the task.
In one of his observations on Shakspeare's Hamlet, to show that our great poet was guilty of the fault of ana-tch in genius and politics for these his enemies of State, wrote to some powerfuled to the Order of which the unfortunate Princesse de Lamballe was lor a time Grand Mistress.
